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time he was once again fit for the fray, in spite of severe
physical handicaps. He found the country in a state
of dreadful chaos, and at once took measures for relief.
Within a few months the National Industrial Recovery
Act, the first act of his promised " New Deal", had been
passed. Actually, what he set out to give the States in
his " New Deal " was a new way of living. The old
rules by which the national life had been governed he
declared to be wrong or at least no longer fitted for the
times, and ,he insisted that the American people could
not regain their prosperity and happiness until the
business and social life of the country had been set
upon a new basis. The prime necessity was a fairer
distribution of wealth. This meant that the wealthy
must pay in taxation a greater share of the expenses
of the country. At the same time the wages of the
workers must be higher and the profits of the master-
men less, so that the poorer people would be able to
buy more, while the rich men would have less money to
spend on the manufacture of surplus goods with which
to glut an overcrowded market. Once this was done
trade would begin to flow normally again, and a fair
portion of happiness and prosperity would be within
the reach of all people.
Such in brief were the main ideas behind Franklin
Roosevelt's " New Deal" and his National Recovery
Administration, known as N.R.A. To hasten the fill-
, filment of his plans, the government took over control
of a great deal of the agricultural and industrial life of
the nation. Schemes were devised on a vast scale to find
employment for engineers and craftsmen of all kinds, as

